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Discussing Your Results
Chapter 5 asks you to explain to the committee members what you found and what those findings mean. Approach this chapter, like all other chapters before it, by starting with the backbone. Create an outline that generally consists of sections such as discussion, implications, limitations, suggestions for further research, and conclusion.
· Discussing the results is tricky because there is a tendency to repeat information in Chapter 4. 
· “What does this all mean?” 
· Compare your findings to the literature you discussed in Chapter 2, the literature review. 
· Tell the committee how your results were similar or different from the published literature

If you are writing a quantitative dissertation, 
· avoid using statistics. 
· focus on why the results were significant and why it matters. 

If you are writing a qualitative dissertation, 
· focus on the themes and why they are pertinent to the topic. Even if your findings were not significant, or you found something like past research, those findings are still meaningful to discuss. 
· Create a narrative that explains the results plainly, their meaning, and their importance or unimportance.

When discussing implications, answer the question, 
· “Who should care about these findings?” 
· Think about how you want the field to use your findings and explain that to the committee.

You may have already covered the study’s limitations in Chapter 1, but you can go into more detail in this section. Besides, you are bound to have more limitations after collecting and analyzing data. Try not to view these limitations as a negative stain on your study. There is no such thing as a perfect research study. Some standard limitations in quantitative research are generalizability, participation, and selected measures. Qualitative researchers face barriers related to trustworthiness and sampling. Refrain from beating yourself up in this section. Your study can have flaws, and it can also be meaningful and significant. Acknowledge the study’s limitations and outline the steps you took to mitigate those limitations.
When making suggestions for future research, think about your research agenda. What are you going to do next with the research line? Consider the findings, significance, implications, and limitations when providing these suggestions. Think about the next doctoral student who wants to follow your research line, where would you tell them to start next. Lastly, conclude your dissertation with the walk-away messages. What were the most salient points throughout your document? Spend time nailing home the strengths of your study and its significance. Leave the committee members feeling confident that they followed your logic throughout the document and understand the importance of your work.
1. Create a topical outline of the Discussion section of your proposed dissertation, indicating how it should connect with other sections.
